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State Workers

om today forward Workers leavmg

or thelr ret;ree health. coverage :

L BY KATHERINE GREGG -
jOURNALSTATEHOUSEBUREAU S

fitees.

nelil, gave two weeks notice. Thenhe, too, left, with

'- " afirst-of-its-kind Medicaid waiver request aimedat’ |
- saving the'state $67- million this year still pending

_under thewatchfiland concernedeyes of lawmak-
‘ersand advocates from here ‘to: Washmgten

e |

 state g government WIII have to pay more f

: ROV]DENCE = There “were ‘empty" cha:rsf
. Across state govemment as‘the deadline arrived !

ye erday for state workers to’ ‘getout before'the

/3 went up on the: cost of heaith insirance for"

Who]e ofﬂces empued out mcludmg the state’s -
' __;enhre Equal Oppozmmty Office. The administra- -
-tor,” Vincent Igliozzi, 'and the three: women who: !

- ._Worked with him all put in their last day on Friday.

: The state’s acting Medicaid director, Frank Spi- :

: _'ﬁ.Gommue ﬁomPageAJ

o Close on hxs heels Were the ch;ef :
 financial .officer ‘and the budget. -
. ‘chief of the state welfare agency.
- -Big p1cture there were at: Ieast‘
1,139 fewer empioyees on the -
- state’ payroll ‘in miid-September .
© . than there were on July 1, 2007,
LY '-accordmg to: Republican Gover- s
_/-nor Carcieri’s office. Scores more .~ Elde
- -retirements ' were ‘expected ‘be- - own
2 tween that: Sept 13 payroll date,
Monday’s deadline forthe depart- |
“ing ‘workers: to file their paper- " nuu
“work; and yesterday’s. deadime to :h

of 2

tired’ since July 1 accordmg to

B _Adehta Oreﬁce chlef of the office
+ " 'that oversees the Departments of

" “Health; I—Inman Services; Mental
' Health, Retardation and Hospi-:
“tals; ElderlyAffau‘s and Chﬂdren

Youth & Families.
Representmg ciose to 1. 5 per—

' eent of the work force in those five |
: agenmes the recent flood of reti-

rees - inciudes 144 staffers -at -

'MHRH, 69 at DHS, 36 at DCYF, .
23 at the Health Department 9 at

e [But] people are plclqng i
up the slack. Youknow s¢




like Decernber or August of -any .
year whe_n a lot of people are.on’
vacatmn You Imow, people are ..

out ..i'sometimes:it takes a little
longer to answer the phone. But

we recognize that thisisn’t a vaca-
tion schedile,” she said. “It’s go-
ing to'go on.a little longer.” " = i 7
for :

three, four months? No,” she said. -
“There is going to have to be some

service cutbacks. The {Qquestion is.
what ‘and:.that’s: what ‘we are

“Can I'do thislong-term ..

w() kmg_on_ deadlng u

ty: tostart filhhg 14 of 43 opemngs
at the state 11

casetoa steenng commlttee that,
- at the time; included top Carcieri..

~budget officer Rosemary Gallo
. ly. He said directors were asked t
~identify “critical  positions,” an
,these were on his list;

“get: ‘constraints to limit hiring €
‘lied oh’ what-former ‘Governor
- Sundlun’ and Almond called  an

"‘The probIem “had:'was th
: 'composmon {of the hiring coun-;
cil] was very close to the gove
not’s:senior staff, and we certain-
ly: weren’t. omg to: open up the:
governor's senior staff ... and cal
inet-level: meetmgs That would
destroy the mner workmgs

aide ‘Beverly Najarian and’ stat_

‘Past governors forced by bud

“Emergency Hmng Councﬂ i
mb .




